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Dear Parents and Friends 
 
Term 1 2021 is drawing to a close and as I sit at my desk reflecting on all that has 
happened, it all suddenly becomes very real again, and I think back to last year this 
time.  None of us had any clue what lay ahead and sadly some of our loved ones who 
were with us then are no longer here.  The Coronavirus has played an enormous role 
in dictating the pace of life for the past 13 months, and it is not over yet. I encourage 
you all to continue to abide by all the required protocols, so we can continue what is 
slowly looking like some sort of normality returning. 
 
All the grades have now returned to class and have settled into a routine that is as 
close to normal as possible, and we are seeing happy children.  Sadly, that routine is 
without Mr Francois (Kwas) Visser who passed away on the 8th of March while on duty 
in his classroom.  He will be sorely missed.  Kwas taught at PV for 33 years and can 
truly be described as part of the furniture.  I will miss him as a colleague and friend. 
Rest in peace! 
 

 
 
The announcement of Level 1 and the continued low numbers of Covid infections have 
paved the way for the opening of all activities at school, and we are in full swing 
preparing for the winter sports season and the resumption of all other cultural and 
extra-mural activities.  This is very good news for everyone as the children are in 
desperate need of these activities. It is, however, a concern that too many children 
have fallen into a Covid-related “slumber zone” and are taking longer than expected 
to awaken from this state and get involved. 
 
Academics is indeed the most important aspect of school life, but I hasten to add that 
there are 9 forms of intelligence of which IQ (Logical-Mathematical) is only 1.  For the 
sake of ease of access, I will list the 9 forms for you. 
 
Logical-Mathematical Ability to solve mathematical problems 
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Linguistic Effective use and understanding of words 
Interpersonal Link between intelligence and emotions 
Intrapersonal Self-awareness – the ability to understand yourself 
Musical Ability to sense rhythm and sound and create music 
Visual-Spatial View or visualise the world in three dimensions and  
 interpret it 
Bodily-Kinaesthetic Co-ordination of mind and body e.g. athleticism 
Naturalist Ability to read and understand nature 
Existential  This is the most complex of the nine and deals with the 
 ability to explore concepts such as the meaning of our 
 existence 
 
It is very clear from a quick look at this list that Parel Vallei offers growth opportunities 
in all of these areas while, at the same time, striving for excellence. It is so sad for me 
that some children and parents do not recognise the need for a well-rounded 
education.  There are enough activities on offer at PV for there to be something for 
everyone.  We expect all grade 8 and grade 9 learners to take part in at least 1 summer 
and 1 winter team sport or team activity and for all the gr 10 – 12 learners to be involved 
in at least 1 activity per year. 
 
GET INVOLVED 
 
Parel Vallei has 3 catchphrases that we use to describe who we are, what we do, and 
how we do it. 
 
TUNGU Turn Up Never Give Up. This is also Winston’s surname. 
THE BLUE THREAD This is the emotional bond that links all who are associated 
 with the school. 
THE WHOLE IS  
GREATER THAN THE  This is a well-known catchphrase that refers to the power 
SUM OF ITS PARTS of a group when it pulls together and stands as one. 
 

 
 
I urge you to speak to your children and get them involved in PV activities beyond the 
classroom. 



3 
 

I would like to pay tribute to the Matrics of 2020 and the staff who all pulled together 
to produce a stellar set of results.  Not only was the school recognised as a top school 
in the WCED, but we were also invited to Pretoria to an event hosted by Solidariteit 
SOS that recognises the top schools in South Africa. Parel Vallei was placed 18th in 
South Africa according to the total number of subject distinctions (496).  We were also 
placed 14th on the list of a number of Maths distinctions (41), 16th on the list of Life 
Science distinctions (29) and in the top 10 for EGD.  Afrikaans Huistaal achieved 25 
distinctions and was placed 8th in SA according to the number of distinctions as a 
percentage of the total number of candidates who wrote the subject (25/83 = 30,1%). 
Not all subjects are ranked by SOS so this is a stunning achievement indeed. 
 
Covid has also taught us how to study independently online and PV has now moved 
away from MS Teams and has placed all the teaching and learning material on our 
own portal – EduVista.  We call it STUDYHUB and all of the children have been 
informed and have been given access. Please ask your child about this – it really is 
very exciting indeed.  It does not replace the teaching in the classroom, but it is an 
excellent backup if we have another lockdown and serves as a highly effective revision 
tool for tests and exams (and catch up if needed). 
 
Please note that as of next term the following rules apply: 
 
- Blazers every day. The concession to allow the windbreaker/rain jacket as an 

outer garment will cease at the start of next term unless it is raining. 
- Uniform must be worn every day – no more sports clothes. Please comply with the 

school rules pertaining to appearance especially hair and jewellery. Items may be 
confiscated and will be returned to parents. 

- Only white socks with sports shoes – no colours. 
- Long pants = short grey socks. 
- Short pants = long grey socks. 
 
Lastly, I would like to wish you all a restful break and blessings to all our Muslim 
families over Ramadan.  Please stay safe and may God grant you road mercies and 
protection from Covid-19. 
 
I will be in Stilbaai with my family and at sea catching a fish or two.  Please say hello 
if you are there. 
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Warm PV greetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D Schenck 
2021.04.23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


